
AUGUST 1876

August 1876 was another month of great importance in the history of young

St. Michael’s mission house in Steyl. Two events made the month so special: the

ordination to the diaconate and priesthood of John Baptist Anzer and his first holy

Mass, as well as the beginning of work on the first new building on the site of St.

Michael’s mission house. 

Since the Bishop of Roermond had not scheduled any ordinations before Sep-

tember, he suggested asking the Archbishop of Utrecht to ordain Anzer. Archbishop

Schaepman agreed and so Anzer, accompanied by Fr. Arnold, went to Utrecht.

August 13, 1876 – At 9 am on this day Anzer was ordained deacon in the

chapel of Archbishop Schaepman (Bornemann, Johann Baptist Anzer bis zur Ankunft in Shan-

tung 1880 [John Baptist Anzer until his arrival in Shantung 1880], Analecta SVD- 38, Rome 1977, p. 29).

August 15, 1876 – Together with some deacons of the Utrecht Archdiocese,

John Baptist Anzer was ordained priest by Archbishop Schaepman in the Cathe-

dral of Utrecht. “It was 15 years to the day since Fr. Arnold’s own ordination in

Muenster. Now a young man who had come to the mission seminary only ten

months earlier knelt before the bishop and was ordained on Janssen’s presen-

tation and testimonial. – Anzer was a ‘missionary priest’ as the small memorial

card of his ordination and first holy Mass stated; he was the first missionary priest

of the house and so he was bound intimately to the mission house. Wegener and

John Janssen were priests of the diocese of Muenster and were free to leave

Steyl” (see Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, transl. John Vogelsang, Arnoldus Press Manila, 1975, pp. 100-101).

August 17, 1876 – In the small chapel of the mission house John Baptist

Anzer celebrated his first holy Mass. In the September issue of the “Kleiner-Herz-

Jesu-Bote” (Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart) Fr. Arnold described the event:

“On August 17 our mission house once again celebrated a solemn first holy

mass. Newly ordained priest John Baptist Anzer, born on May 16, 1851 in 

Weinrieth near Pleistein, diocese of Regensburg, was ordained by Archbishop

Schaepman on August 15 in the cathedral of Utrecht. Two days later, on the 

octave day of the holy martyr Lawrence, he celebrated his first holy Mass in the

quiet chapel of our house. On this day the epistle of the day has the following

The celebration of September 8, 1876

A solemn Holy Mass was celebrated on this day in the Steyl village church.

“The church choir of Steyl sang a four-voice Mass” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 129). “The 

entire community gathered around the altar. The Founder preached, the parish

priest of Tegelen, assisted by Hermann Wegener and John Janssen, celebrated

the High Mass. At the end of the Mass, Hermann Wegener sang the Ite, missa est

but added Alleluja! Alleluja! John Janssen promptly whispered something in We-

gener’s ear which made him blush furiously (Bornemann, ed., Remembering Arnold Janssen,

Analecta SVD-42, p. 88). The main thought in Fr. Arnold’s sermon was: “It is not our

work, but his.” “He thanked God ‘for the cross and suffering which the good God

sent the house during the past year.’ He concluded with a prayer to the Lord not

to spare them from the same in the future” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 129).

A special donation

Fr. Arnold was relying on donations to finance the new building. Often dona-

tions came from poor, hard-working people. Here is an example:

One day in September 1876 some strangers came to see Fr. Arnold.  “We are

old weavers, two sisters and a brother,” they said. “With much effort and sweat

each of us has managed to save about 500 Taler. We would like to set up a Mass

Foundation. Is that possible?” “Yes,” Fr. Arnold replied.  “But we are growing old

and want the Masses to be said after we have died. And as long as we live we

would like to receive the interest from the money. Is that possible?” “Yes, indeed.

We will pay the interest faithfully every year,” the Founder replied. “Another thing,”

the brother said, “I might find myself in a situation where I would need the capi-

tal myself. Could I get the money back again?” “Of course,” the Rector said. … A

short time later the three returned with the money. 500 Taler each. A correspon-

ding Foundation document was given to each and each in turn gave permission

for the money to be used for the construction work. 1500 Taler or 4500 Marks –

a substantial contribution towards financing the new building (see Bornemann, ed.,

Remembering Arnold Janssen,  pp. 84-85).

Anzer on home leave

Three weeks after his first Holy Mass in Steyl John Baptist Anzer went home for

his first Holy Mass there. He was probably accompanied by Hermann Wegener and

John Janssen, “in order to make the event more solemn” (Bornemann, Johann Baptist Anzer

bis zur Ankunft in Shantung [John Baptist Anzer until his arrival in Shantung] 1888, p. 68). On Septem-

ber 10, he celebrated a solemn Holy Mass in the parish church of Pleistein. When

Anzer came to Pleistein he was wearing a red cincture, as the statutes of 1876 re-

quired. The red cincture, so Anzer told the surprised people meant martyrdom (ibid.).

After about six weeks he returned to Steyl. 
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words: ‘anyone who sows sparsely will reap sparsely as well – and anyone who

sows generously will reap generously as well’ (2 Cor 9:6). What marvelous words

for a future missionary! But they also should be taken to heart by all Christians.

… And the gospel proclaims on this day: “Those who love their life lose it, and

those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life” (Jn 12:25). St.

Lawrence hated his earthly life and surrendered it into death and even on the

burning grill he was not fainthearted. The missionary hates his life, being willing

to sacrifice it for the Lord. … The prayer of the day implores the Lord: ‘Kindle, Lord,

in your church the spirit which the holy Levite Lawrence served!’ What beautiful

words! To kindle this spirit means to raise up a holy generation of missionaries

who despise death. Let us implore that spirit from the Lord who gives what we ask

him for.  May he give the same spirit to the first missionary candidate of our

house, who was fortunate to celebrate his first holy Mass on this day on which the

whole church asks for the gift of this spirit. 

August 17, 1876 – cont.

On this day “the foundation stone of the first new building” was laid and the

newly ordained John Baptist Anzer “turned the first spadeful of earth for the new

building, the Rector the second, Fr. Pennings, parish priest of Tegelen, the third,

etc. We candidates were also allowed to perform the ceremony, so I also did it,”

Fr. Blum wrote in his diary (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 129, footnote 17). 

In the above-mentioned article in the “Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart”

of September 1876 Fr. Arnold wrote:

“On August 17 of this year our house celebrated a second feast. Due to various

circumstances, precisely on this day the work for the planned new building had to

start. So the newly ordained priest, celebrating his first holy Mass on this day, could

also turn the first spadeful of earth for this project to implore God’s help upon it. The

wellbeing and growth of the missions rests on the wellbeing and growth of those in-

stitutions which take care of the missions. And so may the new building also rise to

the honour of God and be a home to many mission candidates. Who knows how

many will still try their vocation here in quiet and silence, how many will still educate

and prepare themselves for their future work here. Therefore, may God bless this

new house and may he grant its happy completion! As great as our trust in God is,

the pious lovers of the missions will still have to come and offer their kind loving do-

nations to us so that we will be able to complete the house. For until now very many

things, almost everything is lacking. Nevertheless, we have to build. For it is just

too necessary to increase the number of pious priests and to educate zealous apos-

tolic men for a coming, better time. May whoever can grasp that come and help! He

will not be missing out on the reward from God.”

After Anzer had turned the first spadeful of earth for the new building, a neigh-

bor of the mission house said: “O gosh! Now they are beginning to build; they will

never succeed! They will get bogged down by it”(Hermann auf der Heide, Die Missionsge-

sellschaft von Steyl. Ein Bild der ersten 25 Jahre ihres Bestehens [The Mission Society of Steyl. A portrait

of the first 25 years of its existence], Steyl 1900, p. 62). Fr. Arnold’s thoughts were totally 

different. Out of sheer joy about the beginning of work on the new building he

had bought two kegs of beer, over 200 liters – that had to be enough for half the

village of Steyl (see Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, transl. John Vogelsang, Manila 1875, p. 102). 

When work began on August 17, they already had 100,000 bricks. Now 

Fr. Arnold “bought lumber and other building materials in Tegelen, Baarlo (oppo-

site Steyl, on the other side of the Maas) and from the J. van Liebergen firm in 

Venlo. His orders were invariably just a few short lines written on a postcard. The

delivery had to be made ‘as soon as possible’ and once even ‘today’” (ibid.).

The general supervision of the project was in the hands of Mr. Vogel from

Wesel/Germany. The chief mason was Mr Ververgaard from Steyl (ibid.).

SePTeMBer 1876

New Teachers

With the ordination of Anzer the mission house numbered four priests. The

first task of the three newly ordained priests was to teach in the Latin school.

September 8, 1876 – the first anniversary of the foundation of St. Michael’s

House in Steyl – Invitation

On the last page of the September issue of the “Little Messenger of the 

Sacred Heart”, Fr. Arnold addressed the benefactors and friends of the mission

house regarding the celebration of the first anniversary of the foundation of the

mission house:

“September 8 is approaching and we remember the beautiful celebration of

the opening and blessing of our house which we celebrated on this day last year.

Is the memory of this event to pass without a trace? Since our house had the ho-

nour to be born on the same day as the holy Mother of God, if I may say so, we

would certainly not find that right. Therefore we want to celebrate this day as well

as circumstances permit and we want to invite those benefactors who had 

already wished to visit us, to come either on that day or on the feast of the holy

archangel Michael (September 29). Naturally, we would appreciate it if we were

notified first. ... Since our chapel is dedicated to the holy archangel Michael, we

will celebrate his feast with octave as solemnly as we can and we invite all his

pious devotees to join us. On the graced birthday of Mary, we want once again to

ask this most blessed victor over the serpent to keep us under her protecting

mantle, so that the child which has turned one year under it will become stronger

and stronger to the honour of God, for the blessing of holy Church and for the pro-

motion of the missions of holy Catholic Church (High Mass with sermon on both

days at 10 am, half an hour after the arrival of the train from Venlo).”
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