
JuNe 1876

In the history of the young St.Michael’s Mission House the month of June 1876 is

a very special one. In April 1876 Fr. Peter Bill and seminarian Francis Xavier Reichart

had left the Mission House.

NeW MeMberS

June 2, 1876 two new young men arrived in the Mission House: They were John

Janssen, the youngest brother of Fr. Arnold, and Hermann Wegener, both deacons 

of the diocese of Muenster/Germany. Because of the Kulturkampf(cultural war) in

Prussia they could not be ordained priests in Muenster and they could not be given

a position there. Therefore they had decided to join Arnold Janssen after their priestly

ordination in Southern Germany. 

THe reSIDeNTS oF THe MISSIoN HouSe

In June 1876 the following people were living in the Mission House:

Arnold Janssen, Rector, Bro. Juniperus Janssen OFMCap, Josef Althoff, Gottfried

Himmels and John Kreps. They served the Mission House as unpaid volunteer wor-

kers. Josef Stute who worked as printer and typesetter and got a salary. Deacons

John Janssen and Hermann Wegener, Subdeacon John Baptist Anzer.

The High School students Heinrich Erlemann (a carpenter by profession, he wanted to

become a missionary priest), Gottfried Gipmans, Jacob Steger, John Holthausen, Josef

Hardes and Sebastian Brauneck (he was first a student and later became an apprentice).

Altogether the small community numbered fifteen members. Since the community

was growing, the need for more co-workers was felt. These arrived on June 8, 1876: they

were two nuns of the Congregation of the Sisters of Divine Providence, Srs. Veronica and

Philomena (Fritz Bornemann, Einige der erstenBewohner des Missionshauses [Some of the first resi-

dents of the Mission House], Verbum 4, 1962, p.342). The Mission House then numbered 

seventeen residents.

THe SISTerS oF DIvINe ProvIDeNce

The Congregation of the Sisters of Divine Providence was founded in Muenster/Ger-

many in 1842.  At the beginning of 1876 - during the Kulturkampf-  they were forced

to dissolve the mother house in Muenster and several other houses of their Congre-

gation. With the help of a businessman by the name of Albers they were able to pur-

chase a house in Blerick (today part of the Dutch town of Venlo) and the property of

The wishes of your most holy Son shall be mine and I will work to the best of my 

ability so that your holy gospel will become widespread upon earth… 

You, our Creator, shall rule over all the faculties of my body and soul.

I wish to be a servant of the Divine Word at the service of the King and Queen of

the Angels.

And because you want people to be brought to you through other people, and be-

cause, due to the arrogance of fallen man, you instituted obedience towards superi-

ors as the most reliable interpreter of your will and as the way to full salvation, I

therefore freely vow and promise forever obedience to all present as well as future su-

periors of this house or of the society, in case such a society should be born of it, ac-

cording to its rule.

Give me the virtue that I may always see in their will your holy will and command

what you will and send me wherever you will. I want to belong to you …

Everything I do is to serve the Divine Word for the spread of his words; my tongue

is to serve Your divine Word, and through my insignificant service – with the help of

all the angels and saints – may the Heart of Jesus live in the hearts of all people.

Amen.’

And in order that we consecrate ourselves to you still more perfectly and that we 

retain nothing of ourselves, we promise you also the following: I give you all my

prayers, my works and my sufferings, their intercessory power for the fulfillment of the

wishes of the most Sacred Heart of Jesus particularly in the countries of the pagans,…

Sweetest Heart of Jesus, be my love.
Sweet Heart of Mary, be my salvation.
Saints Michael, Gabriel and Raphael and all angels, protect us!
Holy Father Joseph, holy Mother Anne, holy Three Kings and all holy patrons help us!
May the light of the sweet Divine Word shine in the darkness of sin 
and the night of paganism. Amen

Steyl, June 16, 1876

Arnoldus Janssen

John Baptist Anzer

(Arnold Janssen Archive in the SVD Generalate, nos. 3720-3721).

What did this vow of perpetual obedience mean for John Baptist Anzer and Arnold

Janssen?

“For Anzer it was an act of complete submission to the authority of the rector and

he knew how demanding he could be. The sacrificial act cost him dearly, but it was

his special contribution to the foundation of the Society of the Divine Word.

For Rector Janssen it was the crowning seal on what he had started in the fall of

1874 when he first announced his plan to found a mission seminary. For him it was

also a brief respite, and an assurance that now he had solid ground under his feet

(Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, transl. J. Vogelsang, Manila 1975, p. 99).
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the widow Moubis in Steyl. The convent in Steyl was called St. Joseph’s Convent. In

March 1876 the first sisters moved into that convent.

Arnold Janssen asked the sisters to look after the kitchen and laundry of the Mis-

sion House. They accepted the request and two Sisters were appointed for the Mis-

sion House in June. They were given two rooms in the first Mission House, that is the

house which Fr. Arnold had bought.

Bro. Juniperus writes about the coming of the Sisters to the Mission House:

“After some negotiations, definite arrangements were made for several Sisters of

Providence from Muenster to take charge of the kitchen and laundry. The Sisters were

to be provided with a dormitory and a parlor in the seminary. The Rector came to me

and said: ‘It is good that the Sisters are coming but each one has to have a quilt, a

genuine feather quilt. In the whole house we don’t have even one. Neither do I have

the money to buy them. All our money is going into the new building. Do you think you

could get quilts for the Sisters from some generous rich people?’ I actually succeeded

in doing so and that precisely in the Kempen area…

“The Sisters were therefore able to move in. After that there was order in the laun-

dry. The Sisters hired a laundress but they themselves looked after the mending. The

seminarians still had to help in the kitchen, especially with peeling potatoes. … A Sis-

ter supervised the peeling of the potatoes while a student led the recitation of the

rosary, etc“. (Bornemann, Remembering Arnold Janssen, Analecta SVD – 42, Rome 1978, pp. 79-80)

THe FIrST cHAPel IN THe MISSIoN HouSe – JuNe 16, 1876

Every day the community of the Mission House celebrated Holy Mass, yet not in

the Mission House but in the nearby parish church, until on June 16, 1876 the Mis-

sion House got its own chapel. “The interior of the long low annex [the former barn and

stable] had been completely renovated in time for the ceremony. The ground floor

housed the new chapel which seated about 40 persons. The sacristy and refectory

were along a corridor almost 30 m long. On the second floor there were seven rooms

on each side of a long passageway. A small tower, with a small bell decorated the roof

(cf. Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, transl. J. Vogelsang, Arnoldus Press, Manila, 1975, p. 98)

The first holy Mass in the “barn chapel” was celebrated by Franz Wilhelm Cramer,

the rector of the seminary in Muenster and later auxiliary bishop there. At the time he

happened to be giving a retreat to the deacons of the diocese of Muenster in prepa-

ration for priestly ordination which they were to receive from bishops in Southern Ger-

many, since the Kulturkampf made it impossible for them to be ordained in Muenster.

In Fr. Arnold’s mission magazine “Kleiner Herz Jesu Bote” (Little Messenger of the Sacred

Heart) of July 1876 we read a report of the chapel’s opening, written by a visitor:

“Green garlands waved cheerfully at the front and over the entrance to the new

chapel, while long, colored flags billowed in the morning wind. From the modest little

spire on the roof, the house bell invited us to celebrate. I squeezed incognito between

some of the regular neighbors.

“Everything is still fresh and new. The floorboards were laid perhaps only the day

before yesterday, the lime facing is hardly dry, and the windows provisionally fixed

with nails. But what does it matter? Deep, burning love for the most holy cause of our

Savior pours out of every crack of this space, and from the rich floral decorations with

which noble souls have decorated the picture of the Sacred Heart, Mary´s statue and

the simple altar. With this altar – so I think – the young poet and carpenter success-

fully completed the experiment to create something new from something very old.

Deep love for Jesus and the wishes of his most sacred heart – that is the all-power-

ful motivation in these souls….

“Kneeling there on the front kneelers are the hopeful candidates of the young

house. Over them hangs – is it by chance or because precisely there the structure pro-

vides the only crossbeam? –the holy sanctuary lamp. It is still dark, without light; but

very shortly Jesus, the true light, will for the first time  come down upon this poor mis-

sion-altar – great joy for you who are so rich in poverty!

“… A venerable, rather elderly priest celebrated the Holy Sacrifice, the first in this

room; the Rector and the first subdeacon of the house, recently ordained [Anzer] were

the assistants. 

“Everything here is still very simple. No organ, no singing, …Before Holy Mass

began, the priest addressed a few words to the congregation which in the meantime

packed the room. …

Mass had been over for quite some time, but still some visitors were, like me, sitting

on the quickly made kneelers, the heart full of a special kind of joy  as it may be only

in the chapel of a Mission House. …”(transl. from Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 156 and J.O.).

In the afternoon, the parish priest of Tegelen, Fr. Pennings, celebrated benediction.

It was the 201st anniversary of the apparition of the Sacred Heart to Margaret Mary

Alacoque. Exactly one year earlier, on June 16, 1875, Catholics all over the world had

dedicated themselves to the Sacred Heart with a prayer recommended by Pope Pius

IX. Following that prayer Arnold Janssen, John Baptist Anzer and Fr. Bill had dedicated

themselves also to the Sacred Heart for the purposes of the new Mission House. Now,

a year later, the whole community of the Mission House prayed the prayer of dedica-

tion to the Sacred Heart recommended by Pope Pius IX.  After that prayer, Fr. Arnold

and subdeacon John Baptist Anzer who knelt in front of the community “took their per-

petual vows” on the statutes of the Mission House completed in June “in the form of

a prayer of consecration” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 126). According to Arnold Janssen him-

self the “vow taken by the first participants on 16 June 1876 was understood only as

a consecration to God for the goals of the Society, especially the missions” (ibid., pp. 126-

127). Bornemann said that it was “a perpetual vow of obedience to their Lord” (Borne-

mann, Arnold Janssen, transl. J. Vogelsang, Manila 1975, p. 99).

This prayer of consecration was originally written in Latin. What follows is not the

complete prayer but the greater part of it:

Lord, be in our spirit and in our hearts …

Truly prostrate before you, we promise the following for the increase of your honor

and for the greater propagation of your Kingdom upon earth, in honor of the most

Sacred Heart of Jesus, of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, of the holy Archangels

Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, the holy guardian angel and all the angels, as well as

St. Joseph, holy Mother Anne, the holy Three Kings, St. Francis Xavier, the holy 

Father Dominic and all the saints and for the salvation of souls:
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