
extensive correspondence in all directions that I avoid anything that is not necessary….

Yesterday and today I did nothing except write letters. Often they are very important 

letters and I have to take much time and weigh every word carefully”(Alt, Journey in Faith,

p. 55).

On February 12 Fr. Arnold answered the letter of John Anzer; however that letter has

not been preserved. 

After February 9, 1875, Fr. Arnold drafted a letter to Cardinal Franchi, Prefect of the

Propaganda Fide in Rome. He “explained his plan to establish an apostolic school for

future missionaries and requested the Cardinal’s mediation with similar institutions”

(ibid., p. 58). In this letter he also made two most interesting remarks: “I believe we can-

not manage without the foundation of a religious congregation.” Furthermore, he sees

the danger of nationalism and writes: “I wished, therefore, that if possible, the centre

of this project would always be in Rome” (ibid.). Fr. Arnold made a note on this draft that

it had been written after February 9, but it was not sure that it had been sent off. For

Fr. Alt, the “question if it was ‘sent’ or not is less important than the implications of the

two ideas expressed” (ibid., footnote 55). The fact that Fr. Arnold saw the danger of 

nationalism, shows that he “contemplated the possibility that representatives of 

nationalities other than German, Austrian and Dutch might one day join the congre-

gation” (ibid.). The remark that the mission house could not manage without the foun-

dation of a religious congregation is interesting for a twofold reason: in the first place

it shows that “six months before the opening of the house, the Founder was thinking

of an association or at least something like a religious congregation with permanent

commitment!” (ibid.).

Secondly this remark shows Fr. Arnold’s personal development: In 1863 his

younger brother William decided to become a Capuchin Brother. Because of that, on

November 12, 1863, Fr. Arnold wrote these words to his father Gerhard in Goch:

First of all I thank you that you immediately gave me the news of William’s

decision which concerns all of us so intimately. I must say that for a long time

nothing has given me as much joy as this. Vocation for life in the monastery

is such an extremely great grace and, as much as I feel that I don’t have that

vocation, I envy those who are being called by our dear Lord for his exclusive

service in the quiet cell of the monastery (Hermann Fischer SVD, Arnold Janssen,

Germ. Ed.,p. 30).

Twelve years later, in 1875, Fr. Arnold still did not feel a vocation to life in the quiet

cell of a monastery; however, he believed that his mission house could not manage

without the foundation of a religious congregation.
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February 1875

It is February 1875. Arnold Janssen is completely taken up with the foundation of

the new mission house for foreign missions; at the same time, however, he did not

forget his own home country of Germany. In February 1875 he wrote in his mission

magazine ‘Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart’ (Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote): “Our inte-

rest in the spread of the gospel in foreign countries must not cause us to forget our

own fatherland”. With that sentence he began  an article about the “eighth general 

assembly of the St. Boniface Association” which supports Catholics who live in the

German Diaspora, that means as a minority among Protestants.  Mission work in 

foreign countries, as well as the strengthening of the faith of Catholics at home, were

two of Fr. Arnold’s great missionary concerns for which he lived and worked whole-

heartedly until his death.

But what progress had the foundation of the new mission house made by Febru-

ary 1875?

The Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote / Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart 

and the foundation of the new mission house

In the ‘Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart’ of February 1875 Fr. Arnold published an

article entitled: “Apostolic Schools”. From this article we learn that Fr. Arnold saw the new

mission house as an “Apostolic School”. Let us now follow his train of thought for that:

The Catholic Church has a double task: “First of all she must sustain Christian na-

tions in the true faith and educate them to Christian morals and virtue” and secondly

she must spread the faith among all the peoples of the world. 

This “double task of the Catholic Church corresponds to a double priestly vocation:

an ordinary vocation for the people at home and a so-called apostolic vocation as a

missionary for the peoples in distant countries”. In a general way we can say that

“each different profession demands its specific preparatory institutions”, “like the pro-

fession of a military officer or a medical doctor, etc.”  “Therefore we need two kinds

of spiritual training institutions:

1. The conventional colleges and seminaries, already long established, to prepare

for the normal priestly vocation in the home country....

2. The so-called apostolic schools to prepare for the missionary vocation in foreign

countries. 
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It necessarily belongs to God’s guidance that he reveals 
his plans to us only gradually. 

(Arnold Janssen 1874)



Beside the first type, the latter are necessary because: 1. a missionary often needs

different knowledge and skills than an ordinary priest; 2. the missionary has to be

formed in a greater spirit of generosity, dedication and willingness to make sacrifices

than an ordinary priest, so that later he will persevere better in his sacrificial vocation;

3. the apostolic schools – and this is an essential aspect – are established in such a

way that good, reliable students who lack financial means can be accepted and given

complete board and lodging, also during vacation time, which is not the case in the

conventional training institutions.”

In Germany the government determined the academic training of future priests;

since the apostolic schools “prepare for distant countries, they are in no way hindered

by any consideration of state teaching and educational laws, provided they are 

established in a place where freedom of teaching exists”. In Germany there is no such

place; fortunately though, “there are still such places, even quite close to Germany,

and there it would be possible to establish an apostolic school.” Fr. Arnold concludes

the article with the words: “May God graciously grant the requests for this; for every-

thing which is to be a true blessing for the Church has to come from Him” (Kleiner Herz-
Jesu-Bote /Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart, vol. 2, No. 2, February 1875, pp. 15-16).

The article about the apostolic schools is followed by a short article entitled: “Con-

cerning the establishment of the German-Austrian mission house”. Among other things

Fr. Arnold writes: “Yes, we definitely believe that our good Lord wishes it [the estab-

lishment of the mission house], and therefore, in spite of all the difficulties it could still

come up against, it will nevertheless be done. Certainly the question of money is very

important and again we have to ask for donations. At the same time we point once

more to the great merit gained by those persons who become founders of this un-

dertaking through financial donations, an undertaking that will contribute so greatly

to salvation as would few others.

May, therefore, those who feel moved to give not think that the project will certainly

come into being through some rich person or other. Unfortunately, those who have the

money do not always possess the spirit of giving, or they face other demands. But

those whom God inspires to donate something should follow that thought, otherwise

the grace will be taken and given to others (ibid., p. 16).

We now take a look at a few important dates in February.

At the end of November 1874 Fr. Arnold had concluded a contract regarding the

Oude Munt property in Tegelen but with the condition that this contract would become

valid only after six weeks, during which time Fr. Arnold could rescind the contract. On

February 8, 1875,  Fr. Arnold wrote to an acquaintance that he had called off the pur-

chase of the property; the price for it was just too high. Furthermore, we learn from this

letter how much money Fr. Arnold had so far collected: “Up to now I have 8,400

guilders, of which 5,000 have been borrowed from an elderly priest. There is hope

that he will donate at least part of it to me. I still need 10–12,000” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 55).

That very same February 8, 1875, the 24-year old seminarian John Anzer of the Re-

gensburg diocese wrote to Arnold Janssen, editor of the ‘Little Messenger of the Sa-

cred Heart’:

Most Esteemed Editor!

Noble Sir!

With great joy I read in your “little Messenger of the Sacred Heart” the news of the

upcoming foundation of a German-Austrian mission house. Oh if only the project

would become a reality soon! Let us hope for it from the divine heart.

In the meantime I would like humbly to request Your Excellency to send me some

more news about the planned mission house, particularly where it is to be estab-

lished, which men are at the helm of the enterprise, for which mission countries it

could be planned, particularly, however, how much time would probably still go by until

the opening of the seminary; questions, about which, should it be necessary, I will ob-

serve  the greatest secrecy and which are of the highest interest for my present state.

For I must tell you, already for more than six years I have felt a compelling urge to

dedicate my life to the pagan missions. In order to realize this, my heart’s desire,

I turned to the “foreign mission seminary” in Paris; however, I was told that only French-

men would be accepted. … – O with what joy I therefore read in your monthly maga-

zine about the foundation of a German mission house!

May Your Excellency graciously soon answer those questions; - God will reward

you. Finally, allow me the expression of my deepest reverence and respect, with which

I have the honor of being

Your Excellency’s humble servant,

John Anzer, 
Cand. Theol. in the Episcopal clerical seminary of Regensburg

(John B. Anzer+, Briefe aus dem Jahre 1875 an Arnold Janssen [letters to Arnold Janssen from the year

1875], Verbum 3, 1961., p. 55)

On February 9, 1875 the Bishop of Muenster, John. B. Brinkmann declared in writ-

ing that he wished Fr. Arnold success for his plan “to establish a German foreign mis-

sion seminary, together with a school for the training of missionaries.” Furthermore,

he would be willing “to release him from his obligations to” the diocese of Muenster

“for the sake of the promotion of the said purpose,” if he so wished (see Bornemann,

Arnold Janssen, Engl. ed., pp. 52-53 and The Arnoldus Family Story, March 2010).

For Fr. Arnold this letter was a reason to rejoice, for “after the approval obtained

from Roermond, this was the second canonical document decisive for the foundation

of the project” (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, Engl. ed., p. 53).

On February 10, 1875 he wrote to his brother John Janssen in Muenster and

through him “he sent an offering from his own money for 21 Holy Masses; ‘ten in honor

of St. Joseph, since the need for funds is at present the most pressing; three Masses

each in honor of the Sacred Heart, the Immaculate Heart of Mary, and Archangel

Michael; one each in honor of the Apostle John and of the missionary Francis Xavier.

– Immediate help through prayer is necessary, since matters are progressing very

slowly; so far the graces needed have not been earned. Every step forward must be

bought with much effort, care and patience’” (ibid.).

In this letter he also described the amount of work he had to do: “I have such an


