
Our Arnoldus Family Story begins with the story of Arnold Janssen himself. In narrating
some important events of his life we arrived at him taking up his studies of mathema-
tics, natural sciences, history of French literature, Church history and Church archae-
ology at Bonn University in May 1857.  
In Bonn Arnold did not live in a seminary; rather, he rented a room and for most of the
time he lived with “beer-brewer Altenburg, an honest family; they made us more or
less part of the family. During family feasts we were always introduced to the guests
together with them. We had our lunch at Badenheuer’s; breakfast and dinner we pre-
pared ourselves.” Arnold spoke of “we” and he meant himself and his friend Lambert
Lamers, a fellow student from Gaesdonck High School who had moved to Bonn in au-
tumn of 1857.  Arnold remembers:

Together we spent those years of study in faithful friendship. Every morning the
two of us went to holy Mass and every fortnight we received the holy sacraments.
We also joined the Marian Sodality … (Hermann Fischer, Arnold Janssen, p. 46 – transl. JO)

Lambert Lamers described Arnold as “proper and reserved” and his “friend and guar-
dian” amid the perils of university life (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, English version, p. 11).
Arnold was a serious, conscientious and hard working student and so it comes as no
surprise that he won two academic prizes, one in mathematics and one in botany:

During the 1857-58 winter semester, the philosophy department announced a
contest dealing with a complex mathematical problem. Arnold worked long and
hard at it and turned in his solution at the end of April, 26 columns of Latin text
in large folio format with more than 70 drawings. On the cover he had inscribed
the key principle: Qui bene distinguit, bene docet. (A good teacher is one who
makes clear distinctions.) Two other contestants also submitted solutions  (Borne-
mann, Arnold Janssen, English version, p. 11).

It was Arnold who won the prize; with it came prize money of 150 Marks
and the added, important advantage that the paper was accepted as my exami-
nation paper for the examination pro facultate docendi [that is the qualification
to teach- JO] which I was due to take in May 1859 (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 17).

The prize money enabled him to invite his father for a visit; they went on a sight seeing
tour of the city of Cologne “and they took a trip together on a steamer on the Rhine.
For the average person of that time it was a very special treat indeed” (Bornemann, Arnold
Janssen, English version, p. 12).
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The Arnoldus Family StoryIN THE SERVICE OF
PROPHETIC DIALOGUE

Ecumenical Dialogue

Arnold Janssen’s prayer suggestion
Prayer for the unity of Christians is the “royal way
to an Ecumenical Christianity” (Walter Cardinal
Kasper). Arnold Janssen was of the same opi-
nion; and as suitable prayers he recommended
the rosary and a prayer from the Liturgy of St.
John Chrysostom, and with regard to the latter
he wrote these remarkable words: “We take the
liberty of recommending this [prayer] also to
those of our separated brethren who, with us, re-
gret the religious division and have no objection
to a common prayer for its abolition” (Alt, Journey
in Faith, p. 40). Probably it is the following prayer
which he certainly had distributed: 

In the Service of Ecumenism
Within the Roman Catholic Church the most emi-
nent institution in the service of ecumenism is
the “Pontifical Council for the Promotion of Chris-
tian Unity” with the German Cardinal Walter Kas-
per as its president. 
The history of this Pontifical Council begins on

June 5, 1960 when Pope John XXIII established
the “Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian
Unity” as one of the preparatory commissions for
Vatican II. In 1966 Pope Paul VI decided that this
Secretariat should be a permanent office of the
Holy See. Pope John Paul II changed the name of
the Secretariat to “Pontifical Council for the Pro-
motion of Christian Unity”. 
This Pontifical Council has a twofold task: first of
all, within the Catholic Church it promotes an au-
thentic ecumenical spirit according to the Vati-
can II Decree on Ecumenism “Unitatis redinte-
gratio”. Secondly, it “aims to develop dialogue
and collaboration” with the other Churches and
Christian World Communions.
Closely connected with the Pontifical Council for
the Promotion of Christian Unity, but at the same
time distinct from it, is the “Commission for Re-
ligious Relations with the Jews”. The president
of the Pontifical Council presides over this com-
mission.
One of the duties of this Pontifical Council  is the
promotion of ecumenical collaboration for the
translation and diffusion of Holy Scripture. In this
context, it encouraged the formation of the Ca-
tholic Biblical Federation. (Source: Pontifical Council
for Promoting Christian Unity)

For your reflection
All members of the Arnoldus family write a piece of its family story. Insofar as my perso-
nal life story has become a chapter of the Arnoldus family story, it prolongs and enriches
our Arnoldus family spirituality. However, at the same time, if I am not to disfigure that
story, my life story has to allow itself to be questioned by the older story of the Arnoldus
family. (Adapted from Edward Schillebeeckx OP, “Dominikanische Spiritualität” [Dominican Spirituality])
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Lord Jesus Christ, before your Passion
you prayed to your heavenly Father that
all who believe in you might be one, as
you are one with the Father. Look with
favour on the prayer that, following your
divine example, we offer for the restora-
tion of unity among all who confess your
holy Name. Grant, o Lord, that with one
voice and one heart we may glorify and
praise your exalted and glorious Name,
as well as the name of the Father and of
the Holy Spirit, now and forever and for
all eternity. Amen

Once the Holy Spirit is more glorified by the
Church, I am fully convinced, He will glorify
the Church more and he will grant her those
gifts which she needs…so that there will
once again be one shepherd and one
sheepfold (Arnold Janssen in 1906).
However much we dedicate ourselves to
work for unity, it always remains a gift of the
Holy Spirit (Pope Benedict XVI in 2006)



As a participant in the natural science seminar Arnold wrote a paper on the topic:
“Plant malformations [monstrosities- JO], especially in parts of the blossom, their pro-
bable causes and their effect on plant functions”. For this paper he won a prize as
well (ibid.). 
In 1859 Arnold finished his studies in Bonn. Some of the remarks the examination
board made about his performance are quite interesting; they give us a good insight
into his intellectual abilities. Here are a few examples:

In his German essay on the question ‘Is the induction method applicable to the
field of mathematics? And if so, to what extent? And in what way?’, the candidate
treated this controversial subject thoroughly and with independence of thought,
thereby showing an achievement that would deserve broader and deeper devel-
opment. The presentation is to be commended for clarity and sureness of appro-
ach” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 18).

For lack of practice Arnold was not able to carry on a conversation in French.
Nevertheless, he produced a fluent translation of some very difficult passages
from La Bruyère, displaying at the same time not only knowledge but an astute
feeling for syntax (ibid.).

The philosophy exam caused the examination board to say
that Janssen had a “very gratifying sense for this type of thinking.” It added that
if he could continue along this philosophical road, “considering his decisive dis-
position for using concepts in a clear and definite manner, he could profitably use
the subjects entrusted to him simultaneously as a means of imparting introduc-
tory philosophy” (ibid., p. 19).

The overall result of this examination was the “conditional” qualification to teach in Se-
condary and Junior Secondary Schools. He was allowed to teach mathematics, phy-
sics, mineralogy, botany and  zoology without any restriction in all classes. He could
teach German and French without restrictions in the middle grades, ancient history wit-
hout restrictions up to Grade 7 incl.; chemistry without restriction in the lower grades.
Classics he was allowed to teach in the lower grades, but with the condition: “con-
scientious preparation” (ibid.).
Arnold took a further semester in Bonn; now, however, he studied theology. In October
1859 we see him as a student back in Muenster. In preparation for ordination, for the
last two semesters of his studies he lived in the major seminary proper. From his room
in the seminary he wrote to his mother on November 25, 1860, for the occasion of her
name day; in that letter we read – among other things:

It is still dark as I sit here alone in my little room. … I have a wonderful feeling. I’m
thinking, Soon you will approach the holy altar, stand there in the place of Christ
and celebrate the holy mysteries. ….
I think back on bygone days, the days of my childhood and youth in my parents’
house. I recall the happy moment when you told me you were willing to meet my
dearest wish, namely, to go on for higher education. Then the long years of study
with their hard work and dangers pass before my mind’s eye. I am now in the se-

minary, ordination is not far away and after a year or
so I might be in the active ministry. Reflecting seriously
on all these things, I must say I feel indebted to God for
his fatherly guidance. I owe all my successes to him.
He has protected me from sickness and other misfor-
tunes while so many of my classmates are languishing
or are already dead before they could reach the goal
of their years of effort. Then the dangers that go hand
in hand with university life – his hand protected me
from becoming a victim to them.  – To whom must I at-
tribute most of this? – The image of my good mother
appears before me; how she nourished and looked
after me as a child, encouraged me to do good and, when I was far away from
home, how she never stopped offering up her daily prayers for me and surely
prayed sincerely and fervently for me to the Giver of all good things (ibid., pp. 20-21).

In Bonn Arnold had received only a “conditio-
nal” qualification to teach; therefore, exactly
three months before his priestly ordination, he
took an additional examination in religious sci-
ence, Hebrew, English and chemistry; and so
on  “May 8, 1861, he received a certificate
from the Royal Academic Examination board in
Muenster stating that he had obtained the un-
conditional qualification to teach” (ibid., p. 21).
On May 25, 1861 Arnold was ordained deacon,
having received the tonsure, minor orders and
subdiaconate already on March 16, 1861. 
In a small notebook from the retreat before the
ordinations to subdiaconate and/or diaconate
Arnold had entered the following resolutions
for his priestly life: 
Mass on Sundays should always be said in
honor of the Holy Trinity in praise of creation,

redemption, and my vocation to the priesthood.
On Mondays: I will say Mass in honor of the Holy Spirit who is the life and support
of my spiritual strength. I dedicate all studies and endeavors to Him. 
My intention at every holy Mass shall be: ‘Lord, make me your faithful und useful
servant! A servant who wishes and knows nothing but to be: a servant of the Lord
Jesus Christ.’ … (cf. Hermann Fischer, You are the Temple of the Holy Spirit, p. 8).

On July 27 and 28 Arnold took the written, and in the morning of August 7 the oral, final
examination in Theology. Now he was ready for ordination – academically as well as
spiritually.

In the evening of August 7, 1861
the retreat before ordination began…


